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of the pupils attending them.1 In 1937 the total admissions to
grant-aided secondary schools was 97,115, and of these 78,912
were from elementary schools.

In 1911 the Consultative Committee of the Board of Education
was asked to investigate the question of external examinations for
secondary schools because of the increasing confusion owing to the
multiplicity of examinations and examining bodies. As a conse-
quence of the Committee's report, the Board, in consultation with
the universities and a number of professional bodies, produced a
scheme to limit the number of examinations. It was proposed to
recognise the universities as the responsible bodies for conducting
such examinations, and to co-ordinate the work of the eight exam-
ining bodies, an advisory committee consisting of representatives of
the universities and L.E.A.s was to be formed.2 The advisory
committee was constituted in 1917 under the title of the Secondary
School Examinations Council. Two standard examinations were
proposed. The first was the School Certificate examination, taken
at about sixteen years of age, which was to test the results of a four-
year course of general education. The second was the Higher
School Certificate examination which allowed for a degree of
specialisation and would be taken about two years later. The latter
was intended for the pupils who remained in the Vlth Form to
follow an advanced course in arts or science for which the Board
of Education gave a special grant. It was intended that both
examinations should be in groups of subjects and that in the School
Certificate, drawing, music, handicrafts, and housecraft (for girls)
should be included. The form and not the pupil was to be the unit
for examination. The examinations were not to be purely external,
and it was thought that this could be achieved by bringing teachers,
through their representatives, into touch with the examining bodies,
by allowing them to submit alternative syllabuses for examination

Year 1913 1921 1937
	No. of Grant-aided Schools 1,027 1,249 1,397
	No. of Efficient Schools (Non-grant-aided) 121 233 397
	No. of Pupils in Grant-aided Schools 187,647 362,025 484,676
	No. of Pupils in Efficient Schools* 22,546 46,610 73,421

* Excluding preparatory schools.
* Originally seven and eventually eight, the recognised examining bodies
were the Joint Matriculation Board of the Northern Universities; the universities
of London, Bristol, and Durham; the Central Welsh Board; the Oxford and
Cambridge Schools Examination Board; the Oxford Delegacy for Local Examina-
tions; and the Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate.